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What the workshop will cover

• What is VOCEDplus?

• Tools to help understand and stay up to 

date with the VET sector

• Searching and using 

VOCEDplus for research

• Wrap-up



Purpose

• To provide a solid knowledge foundation that 

enables NCVER to be Australia’s 

authoritative source of high-quality, 

independent information on vocational 

education and training.

• Knowledge support addressing the research 

needs of the VET sector

Knowledge Management Branch



Information ‘avalanche’

The VET sector is no exception



Finding the best content



What is VOCEDplus?



• 75,000+ items

• 43,000+ full text items 

• 14,900+ peer reviewed items 

• 348,836 visits in 2016-17

• 900+ document delivery requests filled 2016-17

• Visitors from all over the world

• Most used collection – Australian landmark 
reports

• www.voced.edu.au

Facts and figures



Benefits of our products and services

• Quick and easy accessibility

• Substantial time savings

• Information linkage

• Content curated into one place

• Content controlled for quality, relevance, reliability 

and currency

• Trend awareness and analysis

• Historical archive



Current issues

• Attrition and completion – reasons for attrition; trends in 
commencement and completion rates

• Adult apprenticeships – benefits and disadvantages for 
adult apprentices and employers

• Different models – accelerated (competency vs time-
served); off-the-job then on-the-job

• International – degree apprentices, apprenticeship 
reform

Scenario  - Apprenticeships



You have been tasked with writing a research briefing 
looking at apprenticeships over the past 15 years with a 
particular focus on the return on investment for 
government/public spending.

• Where do you begin finding information?

• How do you find quality information with the least 
amount of effort?

• How do you know if the information is current, relevant 
and credible?

Scenario  - Apprenticeships



www.voced.edu.au

VOCEDplus

http://www.voced.edu.au/




VET Knowledge Bank







Timeline of VET Policy Initiatives





The Pod Network



Apprenticeships and traineeships Pod



What’s in a Pod



• Topical searches

• Recent publications

• Suggested reading

Research



• Organisations

• Journals

• Statistics

Resources



• Relevant details from 

the NCVER Research 

program

• Resources

• Publications

NCVER links



NCVER links



Featured author 

profile

• Biography

• Recent publications

• Link to all works in 

VOCEDplus

• Link to Institutional 

profile



Navigating the Podlet 

structure



Related podlets

• Biography

• Recent publications

• Link to all works in 

VOCEDplusLink to 

Institutional profile









• Landmark 

reports

• Research and 

policy by 

region

• Key 

conferences

Collections



Statistics





Single, theme based pages 

containing:

• Commentary

• Resources

• Research

• VOCEDplus links

• Multimedia

Access to past Focus on …

pages, e.g.

• Millenials

• Parity of esteem

Focus on





Historical timeline



• Would your work team 
benefit from online 
access to a targeted 
Podlet or Focus on …. 
Page?

• Are you starting a 
research project or 
writing a research brief? 
Do you need a targeted 
literature review or 
annotated bibliography?

• Click on the Our Services 
tab to find out more …

Glossary of VET



Quick refresher: using VOCEDplus

Browsing

Searching

• Basic search

• Advanced search

• Expert search

My Selection

Citation tool

Accessing items in 

VOCEDplus

• Free text online

• Repository copy

• Document delivery

• Purchase from 

publisher









Searchable fields



Combining search rows



Add more rows



Searching using ‘All fields’









Expert search



When not to use guided search



Guided search is not for complex searches







• Are you starting a research 
project or writing a research 
brief?

• Do you need a targeted 
literature review or 
annotated bibliography?

• Would your work team 
benefit from online access 
to a targeted Podlet or 
Focus on …. Page?

• Click on the Our Services 
tab to find out more about 
our terms …

Research expertise



• VET Knowledge Bank

• Pod Network

• Special collections

• Statistical resources

• Timeline of Policy Initiatives

• History of VET in Australia timeline

• Focus on … pages

• Glossary of VET

Recap of key VOCEDplus tools



linkedin.com/company/ncver

Stay connected

twitter.com/VOCEDplus or @vocedplus

Follow

Subscribe
at www.ncver.edu.au


