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Questionnaires provide a useful and versatile tool for new and occasional 

researchers, and can be applied to a wide range of topics. This paper provides 

simple guidance on some of the potential pitfalls in developing and running a 

questionnaire study, and how to avoid them. Each tip is illustrated with a real-life 

example from the development of a UK-wide questionnaire survey of trainee 

doctors and their educational supervisors. 
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The article is aimed at new researchers into post-compulsory education although it 

may also be of interest to those who have done research but have not made much use 

of documentary sources. The article will also be relevant to those who are interested 

in the links between universities and further education colleges. The purpose of the 

article is to explore the use of documentary sources in researching further education 

and to exemplify the process using a study of college and university links in Scotland. 
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